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Abstract 
In her novel A Terrible Matriarchy, Easterine Kire effectively captures the theme of patriarchy 
inflicted on the indigenous Naga people of Nagaland. The first of them is an analysis of the 
work of the author in the context of postcolonial studies with an emphasis on Grandmother 
Vibaso as Medusa figure; the second topic is the multi-level gender oppression structure of the 
protagonist, Dielieno that is essential for further study of postcolonial menstrual texts. In the 
light of the chosen feminist literary theory, namely Beauvoir and Butler’s works, the role of 
social construction of gender and sexual identity, male and female roles, and the use of food as 
a tool of subjugation is explored. The colonial discourse is traversing postcolonial and 
subaltern studies to show the effects of colonialism and the battle for the self’s cultural 
heritage in the process of post-modernization. The novel is set at the background of farming 
community transitioning to today’s society, features Christian impact and colonialism which 
adds to understanding of power relations and cultural change. By analysing A Terrible 
Matriarchy in the framework of cultural studies, semiotics, and queer theory, it is possible to 
state that Singh’s work responds to the cultural oppression of gendered Naga women by 
depicting their spirit and determination in the context of patriarchal oppression. 
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In dystopian novels, critical occurrences warrant the changing of the reality and taking 

over by the government. In A Terrible Matriarchy women attain all the power and authority 
and employ it unrighteous, discriminating against men and other noncompliant groups. This 
chapter explores how Grandmother Vibaso has been figured as a Medusa figure in Easterine 
Iralu’s novel, with special reference to her fiery gaze and assertive demeanour towards the 
women characters. The author goes more into details about the resentment and loathing that 
Lieno has towards her grandmother and this can possibly be attributed to a fear of the 
symbiosis that the grandmother is gradually developing in her.  

This apprehension towards her grandmother resembles a construction of fear, within 
the framework of which Feminist literary theory enables a critical understanding of intricate 
relations. The possibility of analysing the specific concept of Lieno feeling apprehensive about 
her grandmother’s growing level of identification could be discussed in terms of the 
coordinates of philosophical approaches that delve into the issues of identity and otherness. 
Thus, the relation of the food as a tool to oppress Dielieno and the viewed images of gender 
hierarchy through the provision of food concern cultural studies and semiotics.  

 This is particularly due to the fact that the paper’s core focus exclusively revolves on 
the signifiers of sexism and hetero-sexism in the representation of patriarchal social systems, 
alignment with the principles of queer theory. Thus, another interesting approach to 
considering the novel’s attempts to maintain stereotypical gender positions and express 
heteronormative views would be the application of Judith Butler’s theoretical framework. In 
her A Terrible Matriarchy, Easterine Kire thus takes the readers deep into the thoughts of 
Dielieno, a young girl from Nagaland. The traditions of the male-driven world and rules 
governing the relationships between men, and women, therefore, form the basis of the novel. 
Womanhood cannot prevent a person from being a bigot, and Dielieno’s grandmother is clearly 
shown to follow these norms and standards. Thus, developing through the course of the book, 



The Expression: An International Multidisciplinary e-Journal 
(A Peer Reviewed and Indexed Journal with Impact Factor 6.4) 

www.expressionjournal.comISSN: 2395-4132 
 

Vol. 10 Issue 1 (February 2024)                                        Editor-in-Chief: Dr. Bijender Singh 
 
 59 

Dielieno undergoes change and transformation as she uncovers the complexity of her culture 
and the motives behind her grandmother’s actions, and becomes a proper bildungsroman, as it 
has been told. There is a fruitful observation: 

 ‘Gender’ as a concept is socially constructed. It is propagated through a mechanism that 
is imposed by the society to make a woman out of a female. Lieno is, thus, justified in 
addressing her grandmother “A Terrible Matriarchy” for the legacy that she has left in 
her granddaughter. It was at her grandmother’s house that Dielieno had experienced 
gendered based discrimination because she was a girl. She was made to feel inferior, 
unwanted, unloved and uncared for unlike her four brothers. The infliction of 
Grandmother’s treatment upon her young mind was so intense that she had even 
wished to die rather than staying at her house in her presence. But Dielieno did not 
succumb to the humiliating treatment of her grandmother, a child of patriarchy, who 
exerted all her energy in the prospective metamorphosis of her granddaughter into a 
good woman. Instead, she forgave her for all her suffering. And with the support of her 
mother and elder brother, she managed to graduate and become a teacher. Her 
bitterness for her grandmother was transformed into forgiveness after she could 
comprehend the social dilemma faced by her grandmother’s generation in the past 
when Naga men were deemed to be warriors and protectors of the family. (Riba and 
Nyori 8)  
Gender roles and power relations can be postcolonial and subaltern scholars’ 

framework to understand the colonial impact in today’s society. The paper also looks into the 
aspects of gender in A Terrible Matriarchy, including the bias and the inequalities experienced 
by women in the novel and in societies that uphold patriarchal rule.  

A Terrible Matriarchy is a novel by Easterine Kire that traces the portrayal of the Naga 
society, specifically concerning the Angami community and their liveliness. The plot of the 
story is centred on the oppression of a young girl, Delieno, who rebels against the predominant 
male-dominated culture of the Angami community’s family. In the given novel, topical issues to 
do with girls’ education, the gender hierarchy, and the rights to inheritance in a patriarchal 
society are depicted.  

 Lieno clashes with her grandmother, a bitter woman who feels there is no need to 
educate a girl and give her any special privileges. It also speaks to the primarily patriarchal 
society in which all rights to inheritance are given to the promulgated male heirs and women 
are left without anything if childless or without a male child. Also sexism within a male -
dominated society at social, economic and political realms is depicted in the book.  

 The social issue that socialization culture has brought to light is discriminative and 
unfair treatment of Dielieno by her grandmother on the basis of patriarchal beliefs. Thus, the 
novel refutes the stereotypically generalizing conception of feminism and demons trates how 
patriarchal measures guarantee women’s subordination and how a woman can take advantage 
of her granddaughter and other female relatives.  

A Terrible Matriarchy is located in an Angami Christian community in Kohima, Nagaland 
and revolves around Dielieno’s coming of age and granting forgiveness to her dying 
grandmother. Subplot focuses on different aspects of the primitive Naga village setting, 
including custom, elderly, mourning, and relationships in the family. Conflict in the political 
field like the Indian army taking over the North East has also been seen as a result of which 
instances of people taking to alcohol and domestic violence are evident. A Terrible Matriarchy 
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is a visually arresting presentation of a world dominated by female monsters  and women 
coping with horrifying realities of a man’s world. 

A Terrible Matriarchy by Easterine Kire is one of the novels that depict the condition of 
patriarchy in Angami society especially in the life of Dielieno, the main character who grows up 
in Nagaland. This work depicts a novel based on the life of Dielieno’s grandmother, who has 
strict traditional values and expectations of men and women, although she herself is a woman. 
The aspect of gender and how it has adverse effects on women and girls is also a core idea in 
the novel, coupled with the themes of how individuals are supposed to act in order to meet 
societal expectations.  

Dielieno procures Woyo’s priorities to emphasize the economic welfare of men and 
boys at the detriment of women and girls. This situation of power lingering more with the 
husband makes the woman develop prejudice and resentment in the house holds. At the same 
time the work offers much more detailed depiction of the grandmother’s character: she is 
spiteful and cruel woman yet she is completely convinced in the need for compliance with the 
norms and standards.  

Another recent publication narrates the story of Dielieno, a young girl who come of age 
in the recently discovered Naga tribal colony. Thus, the novel represents simple social 
hierarchy, drama, education and non-education, tribal customs, superstition with gods, the 
belief system of folklore, image of Naga heritage, and historical-geographical location of the 
Naga community. The Nagas kept mum during all Indo-Naga confrontations in the North-East 
and their pleas to be excluded from the Indian Union had been dismissed earlier by the British. 
The Naga women conventionally have been barred from engaging in gainful employment, 
leadership, or even career building, they are to stay at home and rear children. They have also 
been denied the right to an education in the social sciences and have been expected to conform 
to a strict patriarchal culture:They have also been denied the right to an education in the social 
sciences and have been expected to conform to a strict patriarchal culture: 

In the rules and forms of Naga traditional culture, Naga tribal women have been 
confessed traditionally of inequalities as householders only, portions of left over meals, 
non-decision maker position, merely following patriarchal schedules of life, status of 
subordination, deprivation from all modes of social education for girls, strictly 
prohibited in case of participation in many political and socio -economical spheres. 
(Kumar 237) 
The analysis also concerns the aspect of competition marked by Vibano comparing 

herself with other people that she regards as being inferior to her in terms of achievement and 
social status. This aspect of her character relates to her desire to be liked and appreciated as 
she has many fears she considers herself inferior and looses control. Importantly, the behavior 
of Vibano as well as her relations with her granddaughter Dielieno is described. To the 
grandmother, Dielieno opposes her and does not want the marriage that she desires and 
expects, hence defying her authority and beliefs. This creates conflict and drama in the story 
and develops the issue of the contrast of the young generation who is open to everything new 
and the old generation who are more close to the traditional values. There is a beautiful 
observation by a critic:There is a beautiful observation by a critic: 

Kire’s work brings about conflict and gender in Nagaland with a powerful and 
engrossing tale. The history and culture of the Angami society that has through years of 
belief that men are superior to women bring about a soul-touching story of women of 
three generations that are not only stuck in the vicious circle of patriarchy but also in 



The Expression: An International Multidisciplinary e-Journal 
(A Peer Reviewed and Indexed Journal with Impact Factor 6.4) 

www.expressionjournal.comISSN: 2395-4132 
 

Vol. 10 Issue 1 (February 2024)                                        Editor-in-Chief: Dr. Bijender Singh 
 
 61 

some way internalize it, making them victims of their own doings. Along with their 
subjugation, readers also get a taste of the lost identity that the citizens of this exotic 
state face. The prime example is the mother of Dielieno who plays a passive character in 
the story- she doesn’t have an identity including no name herself, her story is narrated 
in fragments and not only is she suppressed by her husband but also Vibhano . (Vora) 
The rival also focuses on the change from an agrarian to a modernized community, with 

close ties to the Tenyimia. The society of Tenyimia is patrilineal so elder males possess the 
authority and property right and females have no right to inherit anything. Girls are groomed 
to be good cooks and do other household chores, but not boys.  

 The roles of the people of the community are also described especially in the aspect of 
taking care of their elderly through their children or grandchildren. In a smooth manner, the 
novel captures the change from an agricultural based economy and society to the modern one 
while keeping the culture intact adhesion to the particular cultural features measured by the 
unbending adherence to concrete norms and practices.  

 From the two texts, the scholars unveiled and explained the social-religious relations of 
the Nagas as embodied by the culture of female subjugation in relation to the male faction 
through the principles of the feminist and gender theories. Both Simone de  Beauvoir and Judith 
Butler give a clue into the operation of societies, which put women and their capabilities in the 
periphery. This paper looks at the bucket of ‘civilized’ nation versus ‘barbaric ‘culture, together 
with manners such as ‘ ‘hybridity’, and ‘orientalism’ to comprehend how cultures relinquish 
and transform.  

 The work also deals with synchronistic career attitudes and juxtaposition of traditional 
norms and values antipodal to the pragmatic perceivabilities of the present day world relying 
heavily on social constructivism. The theoretical perspectives of Michel Foucault on power and 
knowledge and the notion of cultural capital imposed by Pierre Bourdieu helps in 
understanding the impact of social class and background on an individual’s educational 
aspirations and career choice.  

 Conflicts of the Naga people in the specifics of combining apologetic modernity with a 
preservation of the collective culture restrain the work to postcolonialism and subaltern 
studies. Indian intellectuals Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak and Ranajit Guha give the observations 
on the nature of the culture of silencing or ignoring subalternities. Kwame Anthony Appiah and 
Martha Nussbaum give important ideas about respecting multiculturalism and the 
development of the appreciation of the general humanity.  

 The novel also explores the role of a traditional folktale, and indeed the role of any 
story, for imparting wisdom and beliefs from one generation to the other. Understanding the 
beliefs of the lived community that allowed their spirits or souls to take interests in worldly 
things is another way of following the strategies by the unknown. The use of the grandmother 
as a main female character is a common feature throughout the two novels, she passionately 
uphold traditional feminine, and absolutely patriarchal standards which are often portrayed as 
having negative impacts on females.The novel also considers impacts of colonialism and 
Christianity on the result of Naga culture, pagan and Christian coming together, making the 
novel and the representation of society more complex and valuable. 

A Terrible Matriarchy is a novel that centres in Tenyimia people and their concepts 
concerning family and community. According to the story, the social issues of respect for elders 
and communal responsibility when there is a cause for celebration or grief are illustrated. As a 
social construct, the novel also exposes the societal rules of the Naga community that only the 
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boys are the heirs to their parents’ wealth. Similar to the cultural prejudice that Bano 
symbolizes as an oppressed woman and girls, she has been influenced by it.  

 The novel also overhauls the Tenyimia community from agricultural-based society to a 
modern cultured one; the gender role of a society weakens and pave ways for wo men like 
Dielieno and Bano to come forward. The story also looks into the concepts of grieving and 
church as well as the clan of the families of the bereaved in funerals and marriage.  

 It is noteworthy that supernatural and ghosts are included as significant tools to bring 
an end to conflicts and serve as an advocate for justice particularly to the tribal people. The 
novel also raises themes like eco-alterity, indigenous ecotopia, environmentalism, imperialism, 
and indigenous knowledge and practices on the problem of environment and culture in the 
face of colonialism.  

A Terrible Matriarchy is a book that raises doubt in the reader’s mind about the 
matriarchal values society, particularly about its impacts on relationships between women. 
They challenge the readers to think about the community and culture which prohibit some 
attitudes for benefit of others and proposed to be tolerant, to accept others and exclude 
extremism. The novel also reveals challenge and struggle of Naga women and, to Naga’s as a 
whole in all these trials that have been indicated.  

 Despite being subdued during the Indo-Naga war, the oral history of the Nagas has 
been documented by the Art and Culture Department of Nagaland and Naga Folktales Retold by 
Barkweaver publications. With regard to its nature, these narratives co-ordinate the reader’s 
references and have certain psychological significance for elderly persons, who are the 
narrators. 

In the novel, there is an analysis of a person’s behaviour due to rigid reflexes as they are 
preprogramed responses based on beliefs about the social world. Carol Gilligan thought 
process on ethical decision making is inclined towards relationships and emotive responses 
which is in accordance with feminism and care theory where importance lies upon the 
sensitivity, understanding and responsivity. On the basis of postcolonial feminism, it becomes 
easier to analyse the problems that Naga women face in postcolonial societies.  

 The text also touches on the often intertwined subjects of nationalism and ethnicity 
based on the example of the Indian state of Nagaland. The Community of the Naga people 
struggles to remain genuine to their ethnic laws and way of life due to nationalist sensitive 
portrayals. Easterine Kire’s Terrible Matriarchy is a fictional novel, which captures the lives of 
Nagas especially the women of Nagaland in the late seventies or early eighties.  

 The novel has been written around the main character of Dielieno, a young girl 
character of the traditional Naga society, and focuses on the life of three generations of the 
Naga women including Dielieno, her mother, and grandmother. It portrays the level of 
prejudice against women in the Naga society, as most of the women had no rights, no say, 
nothing that belonged to them, nothing that was rightfully theirs, and they were treated poorly, 
abused.  

 Self-images of the Nagas presented by Carol Gilligan and Easterine Kire in Naga 
folktales indicate that nationalism and ethnicity are intertwined aspects in the discrimination 
against women in the contemporary society. The oral histories of the Nagas who were stripped 
off their voices during the Indo-Naga war have been documented by the Art and Culture 
Department of Nagaland as well as Naga Folktales Retold published by Barkweaver 
publications. These plots help the readers to refer to and such narrations have certain 
psychological significance for telling by the elderly people.  
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 This is a simplification of the novel in which a person’s behaviours are studied under 
conditions of intense reflexes which are understanding beliefs or assumptions. Carol Gilligan’s 
moral theory teaches all that relations and emotional sensitiveness define ethics of a given 
action, and it is more in congruent with feminism and care theory that bestows much credence 
on empathy, comprehension, and receptiveness. Naga women find it hard to survive in 
postcolonial cultures, a concept that postcolonial feminism helps in understanding.  

The text also considers nationalist and ethnical aspects, in particular the Nagaland state 
of India. The aim and objective of this paper to look into the plight of Nagas in remaining loyal 
to their ethnic identity in light of nationalist propaganda. Easterine Kire’s A Terrible Matriarchy 
is a novel that portrays the lives of Naga women in the contemporary state of Nagaland, India, 
though it addresses events that are perhaps set in the 1970s or the 1980s.  

 The novel is based on Dielieno, a young girl who lives in an orthodox Naga society; the 
major focus in the Novel is laid on the Naga women of three generations, starting from 
Dielieno’s grandmother to the mother of Dielieno. This portrays the extent of which the society 
of the Nagas discriminate women and deny them their rights, say, to inheritance and power to 
speak for themselves – they can be abused irresponsibly.  

 Thus, using the examples of Carol Gilligan and Easterine Kire’s Naga folktales, it is 
possible to identify the ways in which the nationalist movement and the emphasis on ethnicity 
influenced and supplemented the gender discriminative tendencies in the context of the Naga 
society. 
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