


The Expression: An International Multidisciplinary e-Journal 
(A Peer Reviewed and Indexed Journal with Impact Factor 6.4) 

www.expressionjournal.com ISSN: 2395-4132 
 

Vol. 11 Issue 3 (June 2025)                                         Editor-in-Chief: Dr. Bijender Singh 
 
 73 

 
Empire and Ecology: A Study of Amitav Ghosh’s The Glass Palace 

Vandeek 
Research Scholar 

Department of English and Foreign Languages 
Maharshi Dayanand University, Rohtak 

Prof. Randeep Rana 
Research Supervisor 

Head, Department of English and Foreign Languages 
Maharshi Dayanand University, Rohtak 

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
 
 
 
 

Abstract 
The Glass Palace (2000) is a multilayered novel where multiple sub-plots and themes run 
parallel, one of which has been chosen to be addressed in this paper is the exploitation of the 
natural resources of Burma by the British Empire. It has been highlighted through it that the 
British wars against Burma were fought primarily to capture the latter’s forest wealth and 
exploit it for the economic benefit of the English corporate sector. Pointing out the cynical 
manner in which the imperial policies were framed, keeping in view solely the promotion of 
selfish interest and gratification of greed, the paper draws attention to the exploitation of three 
crucial natural resources of Southeast Asia, namely teak and petroleum from Burma, now 
called Myanmar, and rubber from Malaya, modern-day Malaysia. Since natural resource 
exploitation essentially interferes with nature, it always has ecological consequences, which 
this paper also points to. At the same time, it emphasises how capitalism was a guiding force 
for the whole project of European colonialism. The observations and comments have been 
supported by profusely quoting passages from the novel's text. The paper adopts an ecocritical 
perspective for this analysis.   
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After The Hungry Tide, The Glass Palace (2000) is perhaps the most important of Amitav 
Ghosh’s novels, in which ecological crime perpetrated by the British colonial regime is vividly 
depicted. It unambiguously records how the motivation behind the British declaring war upon 
Burma was their desire to plunder the Burmese natural resources, especially the teak forests. 
Once the Industrial Revolution in Britain gathered momentum, it changed the nature of 
production methods used in that country. A new non-settler and extractive type of colonialism 
emerged where foreign territories were occupied by unseating their native rulers. It was a 
new-age political machine that siphoned off the foreign wealth from the native territories to 
England in an organised and systematic manner.   
            Three Anglo-Burmese wars were fought between British India and Burma from 1824 to 
1826, 1852 to 1853, and 1885, respectively. While historians list several causes of these wars, 
they weredriven by the East India Company’s desire to protect and promote its commercial 
interests in this part of Asia. In the first and the second wars, Lower/Southern Burma was won, 
and partial control over its teak jungles was established. A third war was fought in 1885 by the 
British, and as a result, the sovereignty of Burma under the Konbaung dynasty was taken away. 
The entire Burma was subsumed under the British Empire and officially became its colony, 
which lasted until 1948 when Burma was granted independence.  Consequently, the British 
gained complete control over the entire region's teak and rubber resources, which disruptedits 
ecology. 
            The Glass Palace opens with the British imperial forces advancing towards Mandalay, the 
capital of Burma, on a November morning during the Third Anglo-Burmese War. However, the 
novel's omniscient narrator notes that “The war lasted just fourteen days” (26). Significantly, 
the ordinary people of Mandalay were unaware that a war was impending, much less that it 
could be over wood. It is sadly ironic that the world’s best quality teakwood, which, for the 
British, was precious enough to be exported to Britain, was not considered a wealth of much 
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significance by the Burmese themselves. They could not have imagined that the greed for mere 
wood could cause a great empire to launch a war against them.  

To highlight the British invaders' greed, rapacity and meanness, the novel describes 
their officers' petty act of thieving. Burma being the owner of “The world’s richest gem mines”, 
Thebaw, its King, had a good hoard of fine stones such as rubies, diamonds, and emeralds, 
including “his most prized possession, the Ngamauk ring, set with the greatest, most valuable 
ruby ever mined in Burma. His ancestors had collected jewellery and gemstones as an 
afterthought, a kind of amusement” (43). Even if the King considered them mere “trinkets” 
(43), at the time of his being taken into exile, he was concerned about their security and 
wanted to carry them along to his new place. Colonel Sladen, the spokesman of the conquering 
British, reassured the King that the hoard would be securely transported under guard to the 
latter’s ship. However, several of his valuables were still stolen. The King realised that the 
English officers, “for all their haughty ways and grand uniforms, were not above some 
commonthievery” (50). The narrator observes, "If only they had asked,he would gladly have 
gifted them some of his baubles” (50). For the King, “they were just trinkets” (50). What he 
grieved for was the Ngamauk ring that had been his most cherished possession and the fact 
that such high-ranking imperial officers, claiming to be civilised and most upright, could be so 
mean and stoop so low that they did not even hesitate to commit such disgraceful acts of petty 
theft. The incident may be treated as an example of the rapacity with which the colonial Empire 
was to plunder the Burmese wealth.  

Ghosh’s novels are primarily set in some specific historical periods, and the narrative is 
presented in a historical context. Still, the subject of his primary interest in his novels is not 
history but individuals. In one of his interviews, he tells John C. Hawley: “My fundamental 
interest is in people, in individuals and their specific predicaments...but to me, the historical (or 
non-fictional) aspect of the situation is interesting only insofar as it creates a unique 
predicament for a character” (6). In another interview, he reveals, “… my real interest is in the 
predicament of individuals. And in this I don’t think there is that much difference between 
fiction and non-fiction” (Aldama 86-87). This might give the impression that history is of no 
interest to Ghosh as a novelist. However,that is not true. The fact that the historical events 
included in a novel are not chosen randomly but carefully indicates that they are not a mere 
background to the main narrative but have their significance. They can be an important pointer 
to the thematic concern of the novel. In The Glass Palace, for instance, the war over wood 
underscores the point that ecological issues are at the very heart of it.  

The Glass Palace amply evidences the fact that the whole dynamics of British imperial 
politics in the Southeast Asian region originates from its greed for the exploitation of natural 
resources, especially teak and rubber. A careful study of the novel again reveals that it is teak 
and rubber that provide the dynamics of the novel’s narrative and its structural unity. At the 
same time, it is also notable that even though historical events and personages, including 
mainly the Burmese royal family but with passing references also made to Aung San Suu Kyi, 
her father, General Aung San, the dictator General Ne Win, a couple of British colonial army 
officers, Mahatma Gandhi, Jawahar Lal Nehru, Subhash Chander Bose, Lala Hardayal, etc. are a 
part of the novel’s narrative, they do not make it a historical novel as such. The novel does not 
attempt to dissect and analyse the history of the colonial period in Burma but, as Ghosh would 
call it, “the predicament of individuals” (Aldama 86) belonging mainly to four families. Once 
again, however, it is significant that the two important natural raw materials, teak and rubber, 
directly or indirectly interconnect these families and drive them to their destinies.  
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The British quickly deposed the King, abolished the monarchy, exiled the King to 
Ratnagiri in India and made Burma a colony of its Empire. Capitalism was the moving spirit 
behind it, and industry, trade, and business began to flourish unprecedentedly. It dealt a 
significant blow to the feudal economic structure, which was increasingly replaced by the 
capitalist means of production and ways of financial transactions. Though old ways of doing 
work largely continued to persist, the signs of mechanisation and bureaucratisation, 
expressions of European modernity, began appearing in every sector of Burma's economy and 
section of society. Ghosh directly, subtly, and indirectly records all such transformations in the 
novel. Out of the total seven parts of the novel, the first three are pretty palpably critical of how 
the British companies are engaged in the loot of South Asia’s natural wealth. They are not just 
denouncing the British corporations’ attack on ecology but also serve to put a critical 
perspective on the developments in the rest of the novel. British colonialism emerges in the 
novel as a powerful wave that brings about a disastrous upheaval in the region, whereby it 
disrupts not just the ecological balance but also the personal lives of the people through its 
self-serving policies and acts. The British Empire instigated a chain of events in native 
societies, finally leading to a crisis in ecology and human existence.  

The two central pillars of the capitalist economy of the Empire, as presented in the 
novel, are timber exports from Burma and rubber plantations in Malaya. Both were the most 
significant sources of economic benefits for it. Neither had been a part of the merchandise in 
these two countries until they were colonised. The profiteering instinct of the British 
capitalists, however, recognised that teak and rubber had the potential to be raw materials of 
significant worth for commercial and industrial use. The population of these two kinds of trees 
became a grist in the mill of the British corporations, and nature came to be treated as a 
commodity to be packaged and transported to Europe. Centuries-old jungles of Burma became 
a victim of exploitation, and the felling of teak trees on a large scale followed. This set off a 
massive change process in the social and economic fields. Since the exploitation of nature on a 
large scale required a huge workforce, it paved the way for the exploitation of human beings, 
animals and even rivers. The direct human interference with the organic set-up of nature 
destroyed numerous local mini-ecosystems, collectively damaging the region's ecological 
health.  

Capitalism is not any policy that would restrict itself to any particular class, section, 
field of activity or occupation; it is a system that has its repercussions throughout. It acts like a 
puppeteer in whose hands individuals are nothing more than puppets and affects everyone 
from top to bottom across the society. Under it, money becomes the greatest god, and profit is 
the most important value. Everything else, be it the well-being of nature, nation, or society, 
becomes secondary, and everyone begins to live for themselves.  

Saya John, a mentor and father figure for Rajkumar, is fascinated by the potential 
benefits of European modernity. Both represent the social class emerging in the novel due to 
people whose lives had been typical rags-to-riches stories that had been possible because of 
the colonial economy. Saya John was deeply impressed by the Europeans and admired their 
dedication to work, and would ask Rajkumar to draw inspiration from them. He would say,“To 
bend the work of nature to your will, to make the earth's trees useful to human beings, could be 
more admirable, more exciting than this? That is what I would say to any boy who has hislife 
before him” (75). Though he is not aware of it, his views reflect that he has imbibed the 
influence of the grand narrative of the Enlightenment that promised a great future for 
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humanity in taming nature by unlocking its secrets through science, and thus looked upon 
science as a panacea for all evils.   

Saya John has a progressive modern outlook and follows the European forest Assistants 
in his lifestyle, mannerisms and behaviour, which starkly contrast with the timber workers' 
traditional but eco-friendly ways of living and working. They represent an alternative way of 
living that acknowledges the divine right of every living thing in nature to exist to the extent 
that the food chain is not threatened. They also act as a foil to the crazy onslaught on the forest 
resources by the British companies and thus, in a way, critique the ideology of Western 
modernity that regards nature merely as an object of human consumption rather than an 
autonomous entity for man to coexist with.  

The British companies declared war on the teak jungles. The novel describes their 
operations and activities using the imagery of war and a butchering spree to evoke the reader’s 
feelings of revulsion and outrage at the merciless destruction of the jungle and its ecological 
system. The entire process is metaphorically described using expressions such as “kill” and 
“assassinated trees left to die” (69) to convey its atrocity. Despite being dead, such trees, when 
felled, gave one last cry of protest over the human attempt to exterminate them. The process is 
described as if even the dead trees would not surrender quietly and crush everything in anger 
when they fell.  
            It is not just the cutting of trees but how they were cut and carried miles away to 
Rangoon through chaungs and rivers involved such a clumsy, crude and disruptive exercise 
that it could not but damage the delicate ecosystems of the forest and the rivers. First, as the 
narrator describes, “The initial felling of the forest was done by elephants with the result that 
the clearings were invariably scarred with trees and ragged pits” (71). Secondly, when the logs 
were dragged to the banks of chaungs, “such was the friction of their passage that water-
carriers would have to run beside them, dousing the smoking rollers with tilted buckets” (69). 
Thirdly, as Saya John puts it, “Chaungs are the trade winds of teak” (68), they were the only 
means of carrying the logs out of the forest. They were so crucial to the success of the teak 
business that if they did not have adequate water flow due to lack of good rains, ‘the timber 
companies’ profit plummeted” (70).  

Highly crude and primitive methods of collecting teak from the forests and carrying it to 
Europe were indiscriminately employed, trampling upon everything, human or non-human, 
that came in the way. The considerable damage it all caused to ecology was the last thing on the 
mind of the colonial teak predators. However, it may also be remembered that ecology hardly 
used to be a matter of concern back then. 
. Nazia Hasan in says that “This very vegetarian mutiny is a reminder to the self-assuming man 
that you are not after all 'the monarch of all yousurvey' and possess. Thaťs one of the messages 
contained betweenthe lines and the foliage covering this very ‘green’ book.” 
            The narrator meticulously records how the felling of teak trees cleared away large 
stretches of the forest, whichwere gradually occupied by human habitations. The village Huay 
Zedi symbolises in the novel the human encroachment of the wildlife’s space as it was located 
so dangerously close to the forest that it became a constant source of threat and nuisance to its 
wildlife. “The settlement was ringed with immense, straight-limbed trees, growing thickly 
together to form a towering wall of foliage. Hidden behind this wall were vast flocks of 
parakeets, troupes of monkeys and apes, white-faced langurs, and copper-skinned rhesus”(90). 
            The narrator particularly notes about the village that while the dwellings of its 
inhabitants, who were poor timber men, were not significantly different from those of the teak 
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camps, one of the few structures that stood out prominently in the village was “a bamboo-
thatched church topped by a pointed teakwood cross” (90). This is significant and needs some 
explanation. To hide its exploitative nature, the British Empire invented a false narrative 
claiming that it was a project of civilising the barbaric non-white races inhabiting Asia and 
Africa. Christianity, on the other hand, being an anti-animistic religion, was distancing these 
Burmese from nature by converting them to Christianity. Thus, from the ecological perspective, 
the so-called civilising mission of Christianity was doing more harm than good. This is borne 
out by what some radical environmental critics have to say about Christianity. They “maintain 
that the ecological crisis can be resolved only by rejection… of the Judeo-Christian religion and 
culture, with its anthropocentric view that human beings… are inherently masters of the non-
human world” (Abrams 99). Furthermore, “There is a growing interest in the animistic 
religions of so-called “primitive” cultures, as well as in Hindu, Buddhist and other religions and 
civilisations that lack the Western opposition between humanity and nature, and do not assign 
to human beings dominion over the non-human world” (Abrams 99). In the light of this 
discussion, it might be understood that if the Christian cross is a symbol of Jesus’s love for 
humanity (and not for the non-human/nature), “the teakwood cross” atop the village church 
might serve as an important symbol of Christianity is not just indifference but threat to 
ecology.  
            In the course of its narration, the novel puts an ecological perspective on the 
development projects launched by the Empire in the South Asian region. To advance its trade 
and business interests quickly and maximise its profits, it introduced a railway network across 
the Indian subcontinent in a tearing hurry. Without pondering whether there could be some 
man-made suitable material for laying the railway tracks, teak slippers were used, giving no 
thought to the heavy ecological price they would entail. The imperial corporations found using 
teak slippers and making a fast buck handy. For the lesser emerging native bourgeoisie, such as 
Rajkumar, the novel's protagonist, it was a golden opportunity to use his enterprising ability, 
an important skill in capitalism. He won the railway tender by using underhand means and 
made much profit. Indeed, he was following in the footsteps of the East India Company. 
            Western modernity focused its great enthusiasm for scientific inquiry and technological 
innovation on unlocking the mysteries of the physical world to exploit it thoroughly for the 
benefit of humankind. Its efforts and vision remained one-sided and unidirectional, with its 
motto being the world for humankind, not humankind for the world. In doing so, it missed the 
fundamental point that the universe, being an organic whole, everyone thing in it is 
interconnected with every other. Any harm done to any one thing, living or non-living, will 
harm everything, including humanity. Nor did it have the foresight to realise that nature’s 
bounty was not inexhaustible. Consequently, on the one hand, deforestation continued apace; 
on the other, no afforestation program was launched until it was too late.  
            If forests in Burma were felled for timber, especially teak, in the neighbouring Malaya, 
they were cleared away to make way for rubber plantations. As scientific discoveries, 
inventions, and technological development advanced in Europe and America, their effects were 
visible throughout the Empire. Since capitalists have enterprise and capital, they invest it in 
research and new industries to manufacture products based on their research and earn profit 
by selling them. This invariably brings some direct or indirect threat to the organic order of 
nature. At the very least, it has a disruptive influence on ecology, environment and climate. 
With the discovery of the vulcanisation procedure in America by Charles Goodyear in 1839, 
there was a rubber boom, and its demand increased many times. More latex, a milk-like 
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substance extracted from rubber trees and used as raw material for making rubber, was 
needed to increase production. Therefore, the rubber tree, a native of the Amazon rainforest of 
South America, was introduced in the British colonies where suitable conditions for its growth 
were available. The primary reason for doing so, among other things, was the availability of 
land and labour at cheap prices in the colonies.  
            Taking the lead, a local Chinese landlord of Malacca, a small Malaya town, was the 
region's first rubber planter. The rubber race gathered pace as it was increasingly realised in 
the business world that “This was the material of the coming age…” (182).When Rajkumar 
insists on continuing his timber business, Saya John earnestly persuades him to understand the 
signs of the time: “Timber is a thing of the past, Rajkumar: You have to look to the future and if 
there’s any tree on which money could be said to grow then this rubber” (184). Rajkumar 
agrees to be a partner with Saya John in a rubber plantation.  
            After about thirteen years of her marriage to Rajkumar, Dolly and her family in 1914first 
visited the rubber plantation named Morningside Rubber Estate near Sungei Pattani in Malaya. 
Her comments, observations and reactions to the sights and scenery on the way represent the 
novelist’s views on the entire process and implications of introducing rubber cultivation in this 
region. Passing “through a landscape of lush green paddies and dense coconut groves” (196), 
Dolly “was struck by the lush beauty of the coastal plain” (196). “Driving along a dirt road that 
was flanked on both sides by dense forest” (198), as they approached the Estate’s gate, she felt 
as if “there was a sudden rent in the tangled curtain of greenery that covered the 
mountainside: ahead, stretching away as far as the eye could see, there were orderly rows of 
saplings, all of them exactly alike, all of them spaced with precise, geometrical regularity…The 
basin had been cleared of trees” (198). Such a description of the journey by itself explains that 
planting a foreign tree in an area rich in forests and rice crops was a direct and rude 
interference with the ecological order of the place. The prospects of high returns from rubber 
cultivation had lured the planters, whether Europeans or natives, into growing rubber.  
            Elsa describes how hard they had to work to clear the land and prepare it for planting 
rubber trees: “The place was beautiful beyond imagining…It was hard, almost impossible, to 
imagine that these slops could be laid bare, made habitable” (199). Elsa had been horrified to 
think that such a beautiful jungle was to be cleared away. The process had been arduous and 
cruel. It was like humans waging a war against the forest. “It was too dangerous, he said, like a 
battlefield, with the jungle fighting back every inch of the way” (200). The jungle was set on fire 
as if to cripple it and break its resistance. Once the operation was complete, Elsa saw that “The 
hillside looked as though it had been racked by a series of disasters: huge stretches of land 
were covered with ashes and blackened stumps” (200). “She had felt as though she were 
entering a plague site” (200).  
            Obliterating the wild, untamed, natural forests, rubber trees were planted following the 
orderliness, preciseness, and regularity of their rows and spacing,− the attributes that were 
the hallmark of the colonial regime’s management and control. Dolly could see that “The slope 
ahead was scored with the shadows of thousands of trunks, all exactly parallel, like scratches 
scored by a machine. It was like being in a wilderness, but yet not” (199). “This was like neither 
city nor farm nor forest: there was something eerie about the fact that such sameness could be 
imposed upon a landscape of such natural exuberance. She remembered how startled she’d 
been when the car crossed from the heady profusion of the jungle into the ordered geometry of 
the plantation. ‘It’s like stepping into a labyrinth’, shesaid to Elsa” (199). Despite the 
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spectacular views on every side, she felt a sort of feeling of suffocation, of being in a trap that 
had no way out.  
            Dolly’s reaction to the smell of latex also tells its own story. “Dolly raised the spongy grey 
lump (of latex) to her nose: the smell was sour and faintly rancid” (198). Likewise, thirteen 
years earlier, she had found the smell of rubber not just unpleasant but offensive.She had noted 
that “its smell was more human than botanical, the scent of a bodily secretion, like sweat” 
(181). How she reacts to the sight or smell of rubber speaks volumes about her rejection of 
planting rubber trees where they didn’t belong. The smell of the human sweat given off by 
rubber symbolically points to the extreme exploitation of the Indian Tamil workers/coolies 
who had been taken from Tamilnadu to Malaya to work on rubber plantations as tappers and 
who were treated there by planters as no better than enslaved people. Dolly is the most 
ecologically conscious character in the novel. Her voice, even if muted, can be repeatedly heard, 
now and then, throughout the novel, reminding the reader of the need for humanity to take the 
world as it is and coexist in peace with its other stakeholders.  
            The novel emphasises, however, that the thoughts of people like King Thebaw and Dolly, 
who were inspired by Buddhism, no longer matter in the modern age. In this era of European 
colonialism, the imperial policies of the colonial powers determined the fate of humanity. For 
instance, given the rivalries amongst the different European powers, the assassination of Grand 
Duke Ferdinand in Sarajevo sparked World War I in 1914. No one in India, Burma or Malaya 
had any idea of the impact it could have on the rubber economy. “Nor did they knowthat 
rubber would be a vital strategic material in this conflict:…that the commodity would come to 
be valued more than ever before, increasing their wealth beyond theirmost extravagant 
dreams” (201). All of this meant that the craze for planting rubber trees was only to increase; 
more of the forest and agricultural land would be lost to rubber and inevitably cause an 
ecological and food crisis in the region.  
            Another very valuable natural resource available in Burma was petroleum.   Burma was 
one of the world’s earliest countries to develop a petroleum industry. The narrator describes 
that on the Eastern bank of the Irrawaddy River, at a place called Yenangyaung, there was “a 
range of low, foul-smelling mounds. These hillocks were covered in thick ooze, a substance that 
would sometimes ignite spontaneously in the heat of the sun, sending streams of fires into the 
river” (122). “To the people of the area, this ooze was known as earth oil” (122). “This was one 
of the few places in the world where petroleum seeped naturally to the surface of the earth” 
(122).A local community of people known as twin-zas gathered oil from these places by digging 
pits, which, over the years, became wells. Merchants from many countries came to purchase 
this oil, a significant revenue source for the ruling Konbaung dynasty. Ghosh argues “that the 
first steps towards the creation of a modern oil industry were actually taken in Burma” (137).   
            However, after the Third Anglo-Burmese War in 1885, the entire Burma became a part of 
the British Empire and the oil fields of Yenangyaung came under British control. History tells 
us that Yenangyaung, at this time, had a flourishing oil industry. By 1945, these wells had dried 
up. As described in the novel, the protagonist, Rajkumar, one day “noticed a couple of 
foreigners, white men, walking from well to well….They were from France, England, and 
America and were said to be offering the twin-zas good money by buying up their pools and 
wells” (123). Young Rajkumar learnt from Baburao, a labour contractor from Guntur, in India, 
that “Many foreign companies were digging for oil and they were desperate for labour. They 
needed workers and were willing to pay handsomely. It was hard to find workers in Burma; 
few Burmese were so poor as to put up with conditions like those of Yenangyaung” (124). As a 
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result, the trade in indentured labourers from India to Yenangyaung increased, facilitating the 
foreign companies' exploitation of petroleum on an unprecedentedly large scale.  
            Petroleum exploitation affects ecology in many ways. It can damage the environment and 
life in all its forms. As large quantities of greenhouse gases are released during the extraction, 
refining and burning of petroleum fuels, they contribute to climate change in a big way. It 
causes air and water pollution, mainly due to oil spills. It is also one of the most important 
causes of ocean acidification, that is, an increase in the acidity level of oceans due to water 
absorbing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. All of this has a significant impact on 
ecosystems as it has a damaging effect on sea organisms. Oil spills can kill many sea birds, 
mammals, shellfish, and other organisms. After the European companies took over the 
Yenangyuang oil wells, the oil extraction process was increasingly mechanised, its production 
significantly stepped up, and exports dramatically expanded. However, no corresponding 
attention was spared for studying its impact on the environment and ecology.  

The analysis of The Glass Palace from an ecocritical perspective amply suggests that the 
colonial greed for natural resources did significant damage to the ecological systems of the 
native territories. The ruthless exploitation of teak, rubber and petroleum from the South-
Asian region exposes the real motives of the British Empire behind their colonialism. There is 
enough justification to assume that the seeds of the current ecological and environmental 
issues lie in the colonial policies of the European empires. It also reveals that capitalism 
informed the entire policy framework of these empires, which, beyond a specific limit, 
confused even the natives about their duty toward their motherland. It was not just the foreign 
companies but the natives who pursued ecology-damaging activities and thus contributed to 
the ecological ravage of their land. The British had no desire to settle in the countries of Asia 
and Africa but had only an interest in looting their wealth. Like all such countries, Burma was 
treated by them simply as a storehouse of unlimited natural wealth available for their profit. 
They exploited it with little consideration for the long-term effects of this plunder, and, in the 
process, ecological sustainability suffered a great deal.  
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