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Rbstract

Every culture that has ever existed has its own set of myths. Every nation has its own mythology based
on its history, traditions, narratives, and secrets. All civilizations rest on myths, which means they are
fundamental to the creation of social, philosophical, behavioural, and moral substructures. Many
writers have drawn inspiration from myths throughout history. Any and all of literature's collective
meaning can be shaped by myths. Myths and legends offer literary artists a treasure trove of inspiration
and opportunities. Amish Tripathi is among those Indian writers who use mythological narratives to
craft their literary works. The fourth and culminating instalment of the Ram Chandra Series, War of
Lanka, by Amish Tripathi, is a contemporary take on the Ramayana tale that weaves together ideas and
tales from ancient mythology with modern reinterpretations and contexts. Amish changes the way
modern Indian literature views mythology by providing new interpretations of old stories, giving divine
beings human qualities, and incorporating contemporary concerns. Leadership, ethics, gender parity,
and the intricacy of human choices are some of the contemporary concerns that Amish revisits in his
retelling of the epic tale. Additionally, this study explores the modernistic approach in War of Lanka,
examining its narrative structure, the intricacies of its themes, the growth of its characters, and socio-
cultural significance, setting it within the larger framework of mythological fiction.It examines how the
novel reinterprets the Ramayana for contemporary readers and evaluates its merits and shortcomings
for literary and cultural importance. The research paper underscores Amish's inventive skills and
limitations presented by his methodology about mythology.
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One of India's holiest epics, the Ramayana, has spawned countless adaptations throughout the
course of history. All cultures and eras can relate to its stories of loyalty, morality, and divine justice.
Writers of the modern period, such as Amish Tripathi, have attempted to provide modern readers
new insights by reinterpreting these classic works. Amish Tripathi, a leading figure in the realm of
mythological fiction, reimagines this age-old story in his Ram Chandra Series, which skilfully
amalgamates historical conjecture with fantastical narrative. The epic conflict between Ravana and
Rama is the centre of War of Lanka, the concluding instalment of the series that delves into questions
of ethical standards, leadership, and the indomitable human spirit. This paper offers an in-depth
examination of War of Lanka, emphasizing Amish’s narrative techniques, thematic advancements,
and the socio-cultural implications of his reinterpretation. This study explores the modernistic
approach utilized in War of Lanka with respect to mythological narratives, assessing its merits,
shortcomings, and cultural relevance, especially the delicate balancing act between embracing
creativity and staying true to classical narrative structures.

The term "modernistic reinterpretation of mythology" describes the process of updating
traditional tales from antiquity so that they reflect modern ideals and social values. Not only does
this method breathe new life into classical tales, but it also helps to unite age-old wisdom with
contemporary societal values. War of Lanka is a wonderful example of how mythical narratives can
be both timeless and contemporary through its modernist retelling of ancient tales. Amish Tripathi
gives the Ramayana a modern spin by giving the divine characters a humanistic touch, dealing with
relevant issues of the day, and fusing myth with reality. This approach rejuvenates timeless stories
while cultivating a stronger bond between historical contexts and contemporary society, thereby
affirming the lasting significance of Indian mythology in today's interconnected world.

In conventional renditions of the Ramayana and Ramcharitmanas, figures such as Ram and
Sita are portrayed as divine entities representing exemplary virtues. Amish, however, depicts these

Vol. 10 Issue | (February 2024) Editor-in-Chief: Dr. Bijender Singh

83



The Expression: An International Multidisciplinary e-Journal
(A Peer Reviewed and Indexed Journal with Impact Factor 6.4)
www.expressionjournal.comISSN: 2395-4132

figures as living beings confronting human challenges, sentiments, and imperfections. The depiction
of Ram highlights his role as a leader characterized by discipline and pragmatism, with his choices
grounded in ethical challenges rather than an assumption of divine perfection. Amish’s Ram achieves
a revered status through his adherence to Dharma and the pursuit of uprightness and virtues. Amish
explains in his non fictional book, Immortal India (2017), that how and why Lord Ram is venerated
among Indian populace and the meaning of Maryadapurshottam. He asserts that,
Lord Ram is known as ‘The Ideal man’, which is understood by most as the English
translation of the Sanskrit phrase, ‘Maryaada Purushottam’. But this is an incomplete
translation. ‘Ideal Man’ is the English equivalent of the Sanskrit word, ‘purushottam’.
But what about the other word, ‘maryaada’? It means honour or rules or customs. So
if we bring ‘maryaada’ and ‘purushottam’ together, then the correct translation in
English is, ‘The Ideal-Follower-of Rules’. (23)

Sita is portrayed as a formidable warrior and strategist, moving beyond her conventional
depiction of passivity to embody resilience and autonomy. Amish has depicted her as a fierce
warrior, a decisive leader, and an independent thinker, contrasting with the portrayals in epics such
as the Ramayana and Ramcharitmanas, where she is often relegated to supporting roles and seen as a
victim of her circumstances.She actively participates in the war and assists Rama making critical
decision. This reinterpretation resonates with modern demands for parity and inclusivity across
genders. Amish describes Sita as,

Sita was unusually tall for a Mithilan woman. Her lean, muscular physique gave her
the appearance of a warrior in the army of the Mother Goddess. Battle scars stood out
proudly on her wheat complexioned body. She wore a cream dhoti and a white single
cloth blouse. A saffron angavastram hung from her right shoulder. (WL 22)

In Amish's reimagining, Ravana is shown as a multidimensional figure, whose knowledge,
ambition, and fatal weaknesses render him both impressive and apprehensive, rather than a mere
stereotyped evil. He depicts Raavan in both good and bad aspects, with his existence influenced by
unwelcoming vicissitudes of fate. He is a kind individual with a deep passion for the arts, such as
playing musical instruments and painting; but he is also a merciless leader who ascended to become
the formidable king of Lanka from humble beginnings. Annapoorna commends Raavan's creative
abilities stating, “It is the magic of the instrument, Guruji,” said Annapoorna. ‘It may look simple,
but the Raavanhatha has the musical cadence of Raavan’s divine talents. He was the one truly
blessed by Goddess Saraswati, not me.” (WL 407)

Classical stories generally include a stark dichotomy between good and evil, although
modern retellings frequently question this. In War of Lanka, Amish explores moral ambiguity
through the figures of Vibhishana and Raavan. Ravana, for example, is not only a dictator but a
leader with great vision who is ultimately destroyed by his own arrogance. And Vibhishana, who is
usually shown as a morally upright defector, is shown as a multi-faceted character who is conflicted
between doing what is right and being loyal. This complex code of ethics mirrors current intellectual
discussions on leadership, ethics, and humanity.

To make his novel more relevant to modern audiences, Amish incorporates modern principles
and current themes like feminism, diversity, and inclusion as well as leadership into his fiction. The
concept of leadership serves as a pivotal focus in War of Lanka, examined through the trajectory of
Rama as a leader. Rama’s dedication to moral duty is depicted as a fluid concept, necessitating
flexibility and selflessness. Through the portrayal of Ram, Amish asserts how the difficulties, Rama
had in juggling his own principles with his public responsibility are reflective of the difficulties
modern leaders confront, providing a great lesson on modern leadership. The novel also explores the
intricate dynamics of ethical leadership, highlighting the conflict between individual aspirations and
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societal responsibilities. Amish questions patriarchal readings of the Ramayanaby reinterpreting
female characters as dynamic forces of transformation. The depiction of Sita as a warrior alongside
Mandodari’s function as a moral guide to Raavan highlights the significant impact women have on
the unfolding of the epic's narrative. Amish through the depiction of alliances and variety in Ram's
army reflects upon contemporary principles of inclusivity and solidarity in difference.

War of Lanka also embodies a blend of historical analysis and scientific inquiry. Amish
presents a vision of the Ramayana’s world characterized by technological advancement and
scientific knowledge, merging mythological creativity with a sense of historical authenticity. For
example, the portrayal of Lanka as an advanced civilization with cutting-edge technology intertwines
the magnificence of mythology with imaginative historical analysis. On the similar lines, the
application of scientific reasoning to phenomena which are often deemed miraculous, enhances the
narrative's reliability and contemporary significance. For example, Amish describes the construction
of floating bridge by Ram’s army through scientific lens as,

So, ebony is one of the hardest woods in the world. It is native to this region of south
India and Lanka. The strangest thing about it is that it is stronger when it is
wet....Coral stones are very light. Very easy to carve and flatten. And yet, they have
tremendous load-bearing strength. We can even construct small buildings with them.
They are perfect architectural material. And they abound in this region. We will use
Platygyra coral stone for the top layer, and bind it with wet sand. On which our army
will march. (WL 134, 138)

Amish employs language that is both easily understood and comprehensive in his novels. The
incorporation of modern language and familiar expressions guarantees that the narrative connects
with a wider audience. The transition from conventional poetic syntax to a contemporary narrative
approach opens up the text, allowing younger readers and international audiences who may not be
acquainted with classical Indian epics to engage with it more easily. The modern reinterpretation by
Amish exhibits notable strengths as well as certain limitations. One notable strength is how his
narratives maintain the cultural significance of ancient stories by connecting them to contemporary
values. His examination of themes like leadership, ethical principles, and the social impact of war
encourages readers to thoughtfully consider enduring moral quandaries. Through the incorporation of
fundamental concepts and comprehensive language, his work goes beyond cultural and geographical
limitations. However, his narratives face criticism for straying from the conventional and
philosophical essence of the Ramayana, diminishing the theological and spiritual profundity of the
epic, and conflating historical and mythological narratives.

The narrative framework of War of Lanka embodies the elements of multi-linear storytelling,
fluid chronology, and a focus on cinematic and action-driven style. The Ram Chandra Series utilizes
a distinctive multi-linear framework, where the initial three volumes centre around pivotal
characters, Rama, Sita, and Ravana before culminating in the War of Lanka. This framework
enhances the storyline by offering various viewpoints and profound understanding of the characters.
The backstory of each character contributes depth to their motives and decisions, enhancing
comprehension and compassion. The intertwining of narratives in War of Lanka results in an
engaging and cohesive storyline. Amish himself speaks about his multilinear approach in the
prologue, stating, “I knew that writing three books in a multilinear narrative would be a complicated
and time-consuming affair, but I must confess, it was thoroughly exciting. | hope it is as rewarding
and thrilling an experience for you as it was for me.” (WL 14)

The narrative utilizes a predominantly linear progression, interspersed with flashbacks to
provide context for significant events and characters’ interpersonal relationships. This method
connects historical context with contemporary elements, ensuring a seamless flow from one book to
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the next while progressing the narrative. Amish Tripathi’s writing is vividly descriptive, offering
intricate portrayals of environments, conflicts, and cultural contexts. The depiction of the action
sequences, especially the climactic battle, is strikingly vivid, contributing a theatrical experience to
the overall narrative.

Amish Tripathi’s War of Lanka serves as a modern reimagining of Indian mythology,
integrating old storylines with current themes, ethical quandaries, and nuanced character depictions.
By transcending conventional dichotomies of good and evil and depicting figures like Rama, Sita,
and Ravana as multifaceted beings, Amish Tripathi reconciles mythology with contemporary
sensibilities. The novel's inventive story line, cinematic language, and thematic emphasis on
leadership, ethics, and gender parity engage modern readership while upholding the cultural integrity
of the ancient epic.

However, this re-examination presents certain difficulties. The deviations from conventional
portrayals may distance traditionalists, and the fusion of mythological splendour with historical
authenticity can sometimes eclipse the profound spirituality inherent in the original Ramayana.
Nevertheless, these challenges highlight the intricacies involved in modifying classicaltales for a
varied contemporary audience.

Conclusively, War of Lanka transcends a simple recounting of an ancient epic; it serves as a
reimagining that transforms the perception and appreciation of mythology in today's context.
Through the integration of mythology with significance, approachability, and analytical exploration,
Amish Tripathi confirms that these enduring narratives remain a source of inspiration and
contemplation for generations to come. His work encourages an exploration of Indian mythology not
merely as fixed texts but as a dynamic tradition that grows and adapts with the society it aims to
illuminate and influence.
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