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Abstract 
Amish Tripathi’s four-volume Ram Chandra Series (2015-2022) rewrites the Ramayan 

through a multi-linear, quasi-historical lens, turning divinity into humanity, epic into socio-
political commentary, and archetype into psychological portraiture. This paper attempts an in-
depth analysis of the representation of the three main characters—Ram, Sita and Raavan in 
Tripathi’s novel series in context with the modern interpretation of the Indian myth-history 
Ramayan. Tripathi presents Ram as a constitutional reformer whose commitment to law and 
meritocracy replaces the infallible dharma of classical texts with evolving, context-driven 
ethics. Tripathi’s Sita emerges as a radical reimagination—she is not only a consort but a state 
leader, warrior, and a designated Vishnu, embodying feminist agency and political acumen 
absent in most earlier traditions. Tripathi’s Raavan is constructed as an ambivalent anti-hero: 
deeply learned, traumatized, and driven by complex motivations rather than mere villainy. 
Tripathi’s use of multilinear narrative structure adds in-depth understanding of each pf the 
character. Through his re-telling of the narrative, he makes it possible for the reader to 
understand the age-old epic in context with modernity. This paper undertakes an exploration 
of how Tripathi re-imagines the three pivotal figures—Ram, Sita, and Raavan—probing 
narrative technique, gender politics, ethics, philosophy, and reception, while contrasting them 
with classical and popular depictions. The analysis contrasts Tripathi’s characterization to that 
of the popular classic. Keeping true to the original myth-history, Tripathi tries to bring nuances 
to the portrayal of the three key characters. The re-imagination and the re-telling invite plural 
interpretations and critical engagement with the tradition. It also helps modern readers to gain 
multiple points of understanding to the story, as well as opens new door for research. 
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Introduction 

Amish Tripathi is an Indian author who is infamous for re-imagining Indian mythology. 
Born in 1974, Tripathi is an alumnus of IIM Kolkata and initially pursued his career in 
corporate before turning to writing. Tripathi had earlier served as a banker; and also, as the 
Director of Nehru Centre, London, and Minister of Culture and Education at the Indian High 
Commission in the UK. He became famous with the publication of his The Shiva Trilogy which is 
based on the life of Lord Shiva. This publication solidified his reputation as a mytho-historical 
storyteller. Then came his Ram Chandra Series in which he parallels the life of the three main 
characters of Ramayan, Lord Ram, Lady Sita and Raavan. Other than mythological fiction, 
Tripathi has also written books inspired by history and non-fictional books.  

Tripathi came to be known as the writer whose writings were a blend of ancient themes 
with modern values. He has been lauded for his strong characterization and his narrative style 
which democratize mythology. His writing style also made an impression on the younger 
audience, where he encouraged healthy debate around the traditions, law, and identity of the 
modern India. 

Tripathi has received various awards and accolades for his contribution to Indian 
culture and his excellence in art and literature. Apart from writing, he has also hosted shows 
based on his books in Discovery+. 
Ram Chandra Series 

Ram Chandra Series is Tripathi’s ambitious re-telling of the Ramayan. Divided into four 
books, the series tries to re-imagine and replicate the events which took place in Ramayan. The 
first three books tell the story of the Ram, Sita and Raavan, paralleling the incidents which led 
upto the abduction of Sita. The fourth book is about the war parallels the war which took place 
to save Sita. The book humanizes these legendary figures, and views them as secular, historical 
figures rather than as purely divine beings. 

Tripathi humanizes Ram as an embattled lawgiver, reframes Sita as a feminist 
stateswoman-warrior, and recasts Raavan as a tragic, hyper-competent anti-hero. By fusing 
myth with modern themes—constitutionalism, feminist nationalism, realpolitik, and trauma—
he invites readers to interrogate dharma in a plural, post-truth world. This lengthy paper 
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dissects textual evidence across all four published volumes (Ram: Scion of Ikshvaku 2015; Sita: 
Warrior of Mithila 2017; Raavan: Enemy of Aryavarta 2019; War of Lanka 2022) and ancillary 
interviews, articles, and academic critiques. Structurally, the series employes a hyperlink 
technique where each novel overlaps in timeline and re-examines the core events from 
different points of views. 
Textual Methodology Adopted by Tripathi 
Hyperlink Narrative and Triadic Focalization 

Tripathi adopts a hyperlink structure: Books 1-3 unfold parallel story arcs of Ram, Sita, 
and Raavan up to Sita’s kidnapping; Book 4 converges their trajectories. This permits the 
author to do a character-centric deeper dive without hampering the momentum of the plot. 
The recurrent events are retold from contrasting points of views which creates ambiguity that 
leads the readers to find answers in the concluding book. 
Demythologizing through “Myth-History” 

Events occur in 3400 BCE, framed as proto-Indus history rather than supernatural 
legend. Divine weapons become bio-chem tech (“Asurastra”) and demonic forms mutate into 
genetic anomalies (“Nagas”) which makes the re-imagining interested for modern readers. It 
also helps the reader to separate the mythology with this re-imagined version. 
Ram: From Divine Ideal to Constitutional Martyr 

Birth of the Ostracized Scion - Ram is branded “inauspicious” after Dashrath’s defeat 
by Raavan on Ram’s birth day. The narrative foregrounds childhood trauma, institutional 
bullying, and paternal rejection—absent in Valmiki yet resonant with modern psychology. 

… Emperor Dashrath had blamed him for the horrific defeat he’d suffered at the 
hands of Raavan, on the day that was born. Till that fateful day, he had never lost 
a battle; in fact, he’d been the only unbeaten ruler in all of India. Dashrath was 
convinced that Ram was born with bad karma and his birth was the undoing of 
the noble lineage of Raghu… (Ram – Scion of Ikshvaku, 42) 

Apologia for Legalism - Tripathi reinterprets “Maryada Purushottam” as “the perfect 
follower of law,” not flawless man. Ram’s devotion to rule-of-law propels controversial choices. 
For example, in the episode where Dhenuka was arrested for raping, Tripathi’s motive was to 
show the unbendable legalism present in Ram which is different from the classical motive of 
justice by king’s fiat; which is good example of constitutionalism. 

Another incident is when Ram goes on self-imposed 14-year exile for illegal use of bio-
weapons. This shows his personal accountability which is different from the classical motive of 
following Kaikeyi’s orders; this is an example of rule-based atonement. 

Another incident is Ram’s acceptance of Sita as Vishnu which shows egalitarian dharma 
which is missing in Valmiki’s Ramayan; this shows Tripathi showcasing gender-neutral 
leadership. 

Sita took a deep breath. Nervous for some reason. ‘The Malayaputras believe I 
am their Vishnu.’ 
Ram smiled and looked directly into Sita’s eyes, with respect. ‘I have known you 
for years. Heard so many of your ideas. You will make a great Vishnu. I will be 
proud to follow you.’ (Sita – Warrior of Mithila, 331) 

Political Philosophy: Proto-Constitutional State - Ram envisions “Ram Rajya” as a 
meritocratic welfare state, opposing caste heredity and advocating compulsory state adoption 
of infants to break birth-based stratification. The portrayal resonates with Tripathi’s public 
discourse on minimal state and leadership virtues. 
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Sita: Warrior, Vishnu, and Feminist Icon 
In your book, Sita is a warrior princess. How close or far is this from the image 
we have of her in our minds through centuries of storytelling and retelling of 
myths? 
The image that most modern urban Indians carry of Lady Sita is largely based on 
a television serial released in the 1980s. If you read the ancient versions of the 
Ramayana, you will find Lady Sita as a very strong character. For example, in the 
Adbhut Ramayan, the elder (and main) Raavan is killed by Lady Sita. So my book, 
in some ways, is closer to the ancient versions of the Ramayan. (Vivek Tejuja) 

From Foundling to Prime Minister–Sita in Tripathi’s version is found protecting a 
vulture from wolves. She is raised as an adopted princess of Mithila and trained at Rishi 
Shwetketu’s gurukul. She is appointed as the Prime Minister of Mithila before the age of 20. 

The AnointedVishnu–Malayaputras appoint Sita as the seventh Vishnu, breaking the 
patriarchal precedent by not declaring Ram as the Vishnu. By doing this, Tripathi makes her 
metaphysical equal and politically superior to Ram. 

‘Sita will be the Vishnu. The Vishnu will rise during my reign. The time has come. 
This country needs a leader. We cannot allow our beloved India to suffer 
endlessly.’ (said Guru Vishwamitra) (Sita – Warrier of Mithila, 72-73) 

Breaking Gender Norms –Sita’s reforms in governance, her prowess in the battlefield, 
and her strategic thinking dismantle age old gender norms. Noteworthy mention would be her 
solo duel against the Lankan commando during the sequence which led to her abduction. 
Tripathi’s Sita is not the traditional Sita, his inversion of the damsel in distress motif is what 
makes his Sita different and equal to her male counterpart. Another instance is her negotiating 
economic sanctions versus Lanka’s predatory trade to protect Mithila’s agrarian base which is 
an echo of modern developmental economics. 

Some Lankans had fanned out to search for Sita, Ram and Lakshman. Two of 
them had ambushed Sita and Makrant, who were on their way back to the camp. 
Makrant had died, hit by two arrows. One through his shoulder and the other 
through his neck. Sita had, through sheer skill, managed to kill these two 
Lankans, steal their weapons and reach the camp. (Sita – Warrier of Mithila, 356) 

Intellectual Partnership –In Tripathi’s Ram Chandra SeriesRam and Sita share 
ahorizontal relationship, i.e., the couple talk/debate about policies, they argue about dharma, 
they share their vulnerabilities. In fact, Tripathi’s Ram is comfortable with Sita being the 
seventh Vishnu, which displaces the original trope of expectations of just an ideal wife with 
intellectual partnership. 
Raavan: The Misunderstood Polymath 

Raavan’s Birth and Stigma–Tripathi’sRaavan is portrayed as a Naga with physical 
deformity which he conceals using a portion. He endures paternal abuse and ostracism which 
results in deep resentment. 

Vishrava looked at the boy lying on the ground. Raavan’s cummerbund had come 
undone, revealing a small purple outgrowth from his naval-his birth deformity. 
Proof that he was a Naga. All across India, people believed that birth deformities 
were the consequence of a cursed soul, of bad karma carrying over from the 
previous birth. And such blighted people were called Nagas. 
Vishrava spoke with barely disguised disgust, ‘Cover that thing!’ He glared at this 
wife. ‘Your son will destroy my name.’ (Raavan – Enemy of Aryavarta, 23) 
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Three Persona–Tripathi cleverly articulates Raavan through three intertwined 
archetypes. First is that of scholar-musician, where he inverts barnacle-resistant chemical for 
ships and composes Shiv stotras which shows his ambivalent genius. Second is his mercantile-
pirate persona where he builds Lanka’s wealth via black-market trade, usury, and maritime 
hegemony which is a capitalist critique. Third is his personality of trauma-driven avenger 
where Vedavati’s murder triggers nihilistic spiral which shows the theme of psychological 
trauma. 

He was seven years old now. And already renowned in many ashrams, besides 
that of his father’s, as a brilliant child with a formidable intellect. Her had started 
his training in the martial arts as well, and was already showing great promise. 
As if that wasn’t enough, he has a keen ear for music too… (Raavan – Enemy of 
Aryavarta, 19) 

Relativizing Villainy–Tripathi’s series dismantles binary moral frames. Tripathi’s 
Raavan and his actions occasionally benefits Lanka’s poor, whereas Tripathi’s Ram is stringent 
with laws even in personal tragedy—blurring good/evil dichotomy. 

Tell us about your new book. We know it is the story of Raavan, but is this 
Raavan very different from the one we know? 
In modern, urban India, the impression of Raavan that exists is largely based on 
television serials — the first of which was in the 1980s. These serials had a very 
simplistic black and white approach. I am not deriding them, but they ended up 
portraying Raavan as a thug, villain or monster. That was not the way he was 
presented in the ancient, original Valmiki Ramayana or Adbhuta Ramayana, 
which offer a very nuanced take on him. They show his strength, qualities and 
weaknesses as well. For example, he was a devout worshipper of Lord Shiva, and 
had even written hymns to him that survive to this day. One of the greatest 
hymns that is sung on Maha Shivratri is called the Tandava Stotram, which was 
written by Raavan. The Rudra Veena, said to be the finest Indian string 
instruments ever made, is also believed to be invented by him. So, he is not just a 
violent man, but a talented and scholarly person. Yes, he had a massive ego and a 
bad temper, but all that makes him a very fascinating character.(Jane Borges) 

Comparative Table: Classical vs. Tripathi Representations 

Dimension Valmiki’s Ramayan Tripathi’s Ram Chandra 
Series 

Key Shift 

Ram’s 
Ontology 

Incarnation of Vishnu Human prince later 
deemed Vishnu by 
council 

De-divinization 

Sita’s Agency Devoted consort, 
abduction victim 

Council-nominated 
Vishnu, PM, martial artist 

Feminist 
empowerment 

Raavan’s 
Persona 

Archetypal demon-king Erudite yet damaged 
savant 

Depth & 
relatability 

Moral Axis Dharma vs. Adharma 
metaphysically fixed 

Dharma as contestable 
socio-legal construct 

Ethical pluralism 
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Narrative 
Voice 

Linear, omniscient Multi-linear, focalized Modernist 
technique 

Philosophical and Sociological Implications 
Dharma is Context-Sensitive–In Tripathi’s Ram Chandra Series, Dharma is re-

imaginedas adaptive ethics requiring rational justification rather than a static cosmic order. 
This motif mirrors contemporary jurisprudence. 

‘You are making too many enemies, my son,’ said Kaushalya. ‘You should not be 
so rigid about enforcing the law.’ 
… 
‘The rule of law cannot be selective, Maa,’ said Ram. ‘The same law has to apply 
to everyone. If nobles don’t like it, they should not break the law.’ (Ram – Scion of 
Ikshvaku, 118) 

Treatment of Gender, Caste, and Merit–Tripathi, by installing Sita and later Samichi—
a rescued sex-worker—as top commanders, critiques the patriarchal and caste hierarchies. 
This helps in aligning the series with post-feminist readings. 

It has been four weeks since Sunaina’s visit to Shvertaketu’s gurukul. Sita has 
returned home with her mother. Sunaina had manoeuvred for Sita to be 
appointed prime minister of Mithila, with all the executive powers necessary to 
administer the kingdom. (Sita – Warrior of Mithila, 101) 
Noting Samichi’s improved state of mind, once the Lankan problem had been 
taken care of, Sita had made her friend Mithila’s de facto prime minister. She 
would work in consultation with a council of five city elders established by Sita. 
Of course, all under the guidance of King Janak. (Sita – Warrior of Mithila, 259) 

Ram Chandra Series as a Political Allegory –Tripathi’s series repeatedly invocates 
“Ram Rajya” which echoes national debates on governance, resilience, and cultural renaissance 
which in turn brings a broader question of nation building. 
Critical Reception 

There have been mixed reviews to the series. Mostly praised for the freshness it 
provides to the characters, and also the pace he provides to the age-old story. Academicians 
celebrate the feminist perspective but with caution. While the traditionalists accuse Tripathi of 
distortion and forced modernism in the series. But Tripathi, in his interviews, defends his 
unconventional approach as this is an inspired fiction which re-imagines the beloved myth-
historical story. 
Conclusion 

Amish Tripathi’s Ram ChandraSeriesis an acute example of re-imagination as it 
rejuvenates India’s civilizational memory. He translates archetypical, beloved heroes into flesh-
and-blood reformers, strategists, and rebels. Whether it is Ram’s constitutional martyrdom, or 
Sita’s feminist statecraft, or even Raavan’s tragic genius; they collectively interrogate law, 
power, and identity which speaks to the 21st-century India. Tripathi invites a healthy debate 
from audience about dharma, leadership and resistance by providing this retelling. Through 
meticulous re-worlding, Tripathi both honors and overturns tradition without sacrilege. 
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