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Rbstract

It is widely acclaimed that the English language is the most important international language in
the world. It is the language of science, trade and commerce. Due to imperialistic nature of
Britisher, numerous varieties of English have been created. For instance, the inferaction
between the British and the Indians created a new variety of English called -Indian English.
This esteemed paper aims to deal with the odyssey of English Language in India and its
relevance, as well as its current status. English was taught to Indians just to make them skilled
worker for Britishers. But with due course of time, it started taking shape in the community of
Indians. The last Great imperialist power was British and thus it became inevitable to master
English and became a citizen of this Global world, dominated by Common Wealth Nation. At
present English is very much suited to Indian sentiments. We made it our own language -
Indian English. The present paper aims to explore the historical journey of the English
language in India, examining its evolution from a colonial tool to a vital part of Indian society. It
aims to analyse the cultural and social integration of English in India, its role in education and
professional fields, and its importance in connecting India to the global community. Moreover,
this paper aims to assess the current status and future prospects of Indian English in the fast-
pacing globalising world.
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‘Today English is considered as a global or international language. In order to
understand the meaning of this, we have to focus on more things than just the linguistic
perspective. English managed to spread among non-native speakers in Asia, especially in
countries like Japan or India.

In fact, English today is one of the most powerful languages not only in India but in Asia.
At last, to conclude in one line - India is progressing in the acquisition of English. This paper
will deal with to analyses the arrival, development and the current status of the English
language in India. We will accessing the sociolinguistic aspect of the use of English, providing
essential data. The insightful paper will start with a historical outline in section with
mentioning the East India Company and their influence in the introduction of English of the
English language in the country. The focal point will be on the navitization of the English as
well as debate on whether it is a second or a foreign language. We also will discuss India today,
beginning with a description of the main regional languages spoken in India. Subsection will
supply a description of the linguistic features of Standard Indian English as well as the
situations of Indian English as an International language. At last, we will conclude with an
analysis of the current situation regarding English proficiency. Finally, the conclusion section
will provide a summary of the proper as well as some thoughts of learner subsequently

The English language has gained a major relevance in India, growing even faster in the
last couple of centuries due to the importance of the language in international communication.
The English language is considered as a fundamental need, not only for international
communication but also for other areas like education, commerce and trade. English has
become the second most widely spoken language in India, overtaking the more 600 languages
spoken in country,only behind Hindi. It is believed that the Standard Indian English is spoken
by almost 130million, much more than in the UK.

The first arrival of the British did not come until the early 17thCentury, when the English
established their first trading posts in Madras and Calcutta, which were supervised by the East
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India Company. After a century, the relevance obtained by the East India Company was so big
that were commanding most parts of India. Inevitably, the growth of English in India had more
to do with political events than with the linguistic properties of the language. Bentey describes
the importance of the India Company in the following way: (in 1858, Landow, 2013).

The first stage of the East India Company happened in a traditional capitalist way:The
one and only purpose to make business with the natives. However, this did not last too ling; In
1612 Company switched to temporary joint stocks and finally to permanent joint stocks in
1657 (George,). Nevertheless, the East India Company makes enemies, especially the natives
who were not in favour of all these trades. Hence, the following situation required military help
in order to the entire country; which would happen in the final years of the eighteenth century.
However, the fact that the British Empire conquered the entire country meant that the power
and influence of the Company lowered to the point that the East India Company became just
the government agency until the 1857 Indian Rebellion, when the Colonial Office took full
control. The East India Company disappeared in 1873. (Landow, 2013).

The first steps of English in India were simple. The only way an Indian native could
learn English was through the lessons of Christian missionaries- it is important to clarify that
there were no official attempts to force the language on the masses (The British Library).
Moreover, the British army attracted many Indian soldiers. It was in the where the English
language spread swiftly from the Settlers (STL) strand to the Indigenous Residents (IDG)
strand. At this moment, there was an enormous cultural distance between the STL and the IDG.
On the one hand, the British colonizers and their descendants felt absolutely British, whereas
the IDG’s considered English as a foreign language (Mukherjee, 168).

In spite of this, in the early 18th century, English was settled as an official language
administration; what is more, the most advanced Indian students demanded instruction in
English in order to move up in society.

One of the main problems of Indian society is the difficulties to communicate among its
population. The existence of hundreds of regional languages makes it impossible to have a
central language for everyone. The aim of this section is to describe the most important
languages of the country and analyse them by providing evidence and official data. Information
about the number of speakers of each language as a first, second and third Language.

To begin with, the most spoken language in India is Hindi. According to Hindi; the
language of songs, Hindi is the mother tongue for more than the 43% of the population and it is
main spoken in the Northen part of country. Hindi is a direct descendent of Sanskrit through
Prakrit Apabhramsa. It started to emerge as Apabhramsa in the seventh century Hindi is a
direct descendent of Sanskrit through Prakrit and Apabhramsa in the seventh century and did
not become stable until the 10t Century. In India, Hindi is spoken in these regions: Himanchal,
Delhi, Haryana, Chandigarh, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Bombay and
Hyderabad. Hindi is Highly represented outside the country as well, with speakers in the USA,
South Africa, Yemen or Uganda. Finally, this language has its own dialects even though there is
some controversy to ambiguity of the term dialect.

We are going to focus on Bengali, the language with the greatest number of native
speakers in India, though at a great distance from Hindi. The article - Languages of Bangladesh:
Bengali asserts that Bengali played a significant role in the independence conflict and the
subsequent liberation from Pakistani power. It also drew inspiration from the fight by Bengalis
to stop Urdu being declared the state language of Pakistan. Aa regards India, it is considered as
one of the 23 official languages, and it is spoken by more than 10% of the Indian population.
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With more than 80 million speakers, Marathi is considered as the most powerful
language in the western state of Maharashtra and the surrounding states. It is another
language which has its origins in Sanskrit and that is not only spoken in India but in Israel and
Mauritius. The first signs of the language did not come until the 11t century in stones.

To conclude, at present English is very much suited to Indian sentiments. We made it
our own language- Indian English. The scope of English is very fast because we can’t stop this
global world from advancing and thus it becomes inevitable to work on Indian English and
make it suitable to this changing was our compulsion but now it has become our need. Now
India is progressing in the acquisition of English.
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